REMARKS 

Applicant expresses appreciation to the Examiner for consideration of the subject patent 
application. This amendment is in response to the Office Action mailed March 22, 2006. 

Claims 1-13, and 15-28 remain in the application. Claims 1-28 were originally presented. 
Claim 14 has been canceled without prejudice. Claim 19 has been amended to correct a typo, 
without narrowing the scope thereof. Claim 9 has been amended and is fully supported by the 
specification. No new matter has been added. Support for the amendments is clearly found in 
the original claims, and in the figures 

The indication of allowable claims 1-8, and the indication of allowable subject matter in 
claims 10-14, 20-22, and 24-28, if rewritten in independent form, is acknowledged with 
appreciation. Therefore, independent claim 9 has been amended to include the allowable subject 
matter of allowable claim 14. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 

Claims 9, 15-19 and 23 (including independent claims 9 and 15) were rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Kania et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,306,178). 

Independent claim 9 has been amended to incorporate the allowable subject matter of 
claim 14 including the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. Accordingly 
claim 14 has been cancelled. Therefore, claim 9 is allowable and applicant respectfully requests 
removal of the rejection. 

With respect to independent claim 15, Applicant respectfully asserts that the Kania et al 
reference fails to disclose a plurality of cantilever springs where one of the cantilever springs is a 
unitary foot member extending continuously from the attachment section to a toe section at a toe 
location of a natural foot. Instead, Kania et al discloses a two part foot that is discontinuous. 

In contrast, independent claim 15 sets forth a prosthetic foot including a plurality of 
cantilever springs where: 

"one of the cantilever-springs defining a unitary foot 
member extending continuously from the attachment section to a 
toe section at a toe location of a natural foot; " 
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Therefore, Applicant respectfully submits that claim 15-19 and 23 are allowable, and 
urges the Examiner to withdraw the rejection. 

Additionally, claims 15-17 and 23 (including independent claim 15) were rejected under 
35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Christensen (U.S. Patent No. 6,241,776). 

With respect to independent claim 15, Applicant respectfully asserts that the Christensen 
reference fails to disclose a means for variably inter-coupling the cantilever-springs. The Office 
Action states that element 50 of Christensen is a means for variably inter-coupling the cantilever 
springs. However, Christensen discloses that element 50 is a resin impregnated fiber wrap for 
attaching the forefoot member 20 to the heel member 40. The wrap does not variably inter- 
couple the foot members. 

In contrast, independent claim 15 sets forth a prosthetic foot including: 

"means for variably inter-coupling the cantilever-springs so 
that one of the cantilever-springs applies a varying resistance force 
to the foot member that varies as the foot member deflects." 

Therefore, Applicant respectfully submits that claim 15-17 and 23 are allowable, and 
urges the Examiner to withdraw the rejection. 
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CONCLUSION 



In light of the above, Applicant respectfully submits that pending claims 1-13 and 15-28 
are now in condition for allowance. Therefore, Applicant requests that the rejections and 
objections be withdrawn, and that the claims be allowed and passed to issue. If any impediment 
to the allowance of these claims remains after entry of this Amendment, the Examiner is strongly 
encouraged to call Garron M. Hobson at (801) 566-6633 so that such matters may be resolved as 
expeditiously as possible. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fee or to credit any 
overpayment in connection with this Amendment to Deposit Account No. 20-0100. 



DATED this It day of 2006. 



Respectfully submitted, 




THORPE NORTH & WESTERN, LLP 

Customer No. 20,551 

P.O. Box 1219 

Sandy, Utah 84091-1219 

Telephone: (801) 566-6633 
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